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Yes. 
The mere mention of this word 
in the context of rock and roll 
can, depending on the point of 

view, conjure up cries of 
pretentiousness, strike fear In the 

hearts of guitarists and bassists 

alike (especially when asked to 
transcribe something like Close 
To The Edge) or bring to mind 

twenty-seven years of some of 
the most creatively Inventive 

music the world of popular 
music has ever heard. 

Yes began life as a progressive 
unit led by singer Jon Anderson and bassist' 
Chris Squire, releasing two albums as the 
sixties.came to a close. But it was in 1970, 
when Steve Howe replaced guitarist Peter 
Banks and the group recorded the 
legendary Yes Album, that the band reached 
heights never before obtained within the 
context of rock and roll and from there, 
they never looked back. 

Album after album throughout the 
seventies, the core members of Yes -
Howe, Squire and Anderson - continued to 
explore and experiment, often to the 
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