ONCE UPON a time in a
distant land there was a
wood. It was a beautiful
place, full of sunshine after
the thin, silvery mist had
cleared in the morning. Deep
in a glade there was a singing
flower, keeping everybody
happy, from the tall oaks to
the poor peasants who lived
under their towering
branches.

But one day the flower's song
stopped because nobody In the wood
noticed her any more. Without the
song the wood began to crumble,
people became dissatisfied and
pestilence spread.

For more you'll have to wait until
Jon Anderson completes a book
written with the help of his
daughter.

Yes have been together for nearly
10 years. In all that time they've
maintained an almost scandal-free,
faceless identity. Family men who
gotobedearly.

“It's true,” says Anderson. "I
relax on the road by writing songs or
reading.

T love my family. Sometimes I
take them with me but if T don't I
phone frequently and my little boy
always wants to know when I'm
coming back, We do a lot of things
together. There's no greater feeling
than having them with you and
everyone enjoying themselves.

“T hope my children will follow a
musical career but I don't want to
force them Into it. Often I'll get them
to help me when I'm playing. I don't
think it’snecessary to be able toread
music but T can appreciate and
study the form It takes.

‘‘Kids are far more aware these
days. I'm sure their knowledge is
far greater than mine when I was 14.
The maturing process seems to
happen in a seven-year cycle. The
first seven are very important,
putting down the basic ideas. :

“1 did a television show hosted by
children and I was very pleased at
the way they did the Interview, I'm
often nervous about talking, that's
why I'm smoking now. I don't think
education has changed that much
but children are exposed far more to
the media these days. They can
think out their own ideas and
develop things for themselves,

Violence

“I don‘t think violence is a bad
thing to show children on television,
provided it isn't glamourised. If a
child sees a violent scene In Belfast
he learns how to cope with it in later
Iife. "

Jon adds: ‘I wrote a song called
‘Yours Is No Disgrace' which helps
to explain a situation where people
are called up for war. Obviously it's
a bad thing to kill your fellow man
but at the same time you shouldn‘t
feel disgraced because it'sall partof
a pattern. We're all pawns in a

ame,

‘‘“The universe s so vast and
complex and everybody has
potential. You should never get
bored, you have the cn‘uclly within
yourself to create musical or other
ideas to communicate with other

people.

“I don't think we're alone in
space. We used to get heavily
involved in a discussion about
whether early man was influenced
by spacemen. There's a lot of
evidence to say we were helped.
There are d’nl on plains in Peru.
One is a glant arrow pointing inland
which can be viewed only from the
ur-oltqw.j'dh‘whdmewlybru

YES, says JON ANDERSON, But ROBIN S

is merely content hearing such wonderous Stc

“We try to do something that
involves Intricate themes which
won't be forgotten. We have a
pattern but at the same time we Iike
to surprise people by developing and
expandingon logics.

“We haven't compromised with
record companies, we haven't let
them dictate to us, we haven't lost
many of our original ethics. The only
compromise we did was to release
Yesterdays', a retrospective look at
what we'd been doing. We've never
wanted to produce three-minute
dance tunes.

“In my songs I've always tried to
use ldeas that affect people.

‘We’re all pawns
in a game’

Listening to Yes I hope people will be
able to discover things about
themselves, T hope they'll be as
inspired as I am when I listen to
classical music. You can think
deeply and reallse the music is
bringing out your own thoughts.

““We use Stravinsky's ‘Flrebird
Suite’ to introduce us on stage
because {t's so uplifting and gives
you a real high. One of our last
appearances in Britain was at
Reading a few years ago and I
remember we were on stage very
late. But the people had stood in the
pouring rain and when the suite was
played it seemed to Iift everyone
together.'"

‘Wonderous Stories' was Inspired
by a day's ski-ing.

"It was a beautiful day in
Switzerland,'' saysJon. '‘It was one
of those days you want to remember
for years afterwards. The words
‘Wonderous Stories’ came into my
head. It's an exuberant song and
that's really the whole theme for out
album ‘Going For The One’

“"The tracks have lots of potential
energy but some of them fade Into
the relaxation of triumph you must
feel after a marathon event. The
album reflects achlevement like the
Olympics or ski-ing. There's a Buy
who's skid down a mountain In
Japan. Imagine how that must feel.

Reunion

“The album has a ha
well because It's a ffgnﬁm%g
Rick. Before we recorded 'Goin,
For The One’ I suggested we shoul
have him back and he came down

one afternoon and w mmed
logemu-nl:lwm s ¥

“1 think Patrick Moraz felt his

played a church orgi
recorded It over the
recording studio, &
telephone system Is th
certainly saved ha
mobile recording

and I played a lot fo
church which was very rel
it gave the music ar
quality. I'd really like &
cathedraloneday. ™

So Yes are back with
and happy. But hasn't
been any talk of a Yesspll
“‘Never. At the time
albums we just had e
that couldn’t be contain
band. We've always
democrati¢ band, it's like
ideas into a blg melting po
the time of ‘Topographic
was beginning to feel it
greattodolome!mn{" m)
the result was 'Olias Of Su
I could have used an o
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I be able to control the
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inspired?’ I thought 1
better off doing it on my ov

Labour

The album took months
in a small recording
even had to teach m
Instruments.

“I wanted to tell a st
musical way. Sunhillow is.
where the sun can rest. O
doesn’t get a lot of ime
down. M

“‘One day I'd llke to be
make an album of harp musi
notes a harp can produce
emotional deep with me.
the instrument seems to
neglected. Keyboards
great strides and it
fleld many people are ¢o
on.'"

The next Yes album
recorded in February.
“I've been working o
already. This time
going to follow so much o
The ideas will be separated
"'Our tour of the States
and this time we've got a sin
stage show. We don't use.
Martin Dean but in futs
they can do things for us ag
Natural History Museum
use some of the stage effe
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1 don’t think we're
alone in space’

different. Amazing how people can
be conditioned to accept certain
things and notothers. '’

Jon was born in Accrington. His
father did the odd army show during
the war and his mother did ballroom

dancing. Jon played in local bands
and his initial heroes were the
Beatles

“I can appreciate new wave

because when I was younger I used
to go out and smash bottles and
windows. 1 wouldn't go out and buy
the records but I can enjoy some of
it
““The Is all the

trouble today

record companles are just signing
up new wave bands. 1 know there's
such a lot of other talent in London
and elsewhere going to waste
because they can't get deals

“I think 10 years ago record
companies should have set up
studios all over the country to draw
on talent. You still have to come to
London but that's not such a bad
thing because the capital generates
such a large amount of energy even
after all these years

‘“I've enjoyed having a hit single.
We were on Top Of The Pops many
years ago when ‘Yours Is No
Disgrace’ was released. But it wasa
horrible experience. It was like
being on a production line. You were
shunted into a small dressing room
and then putona stage. Producing a
video film for a show Is much better
from our point of view. "'

Yes have been together for a long
time. How long can it last?

“T'd say indefinitely. I want stilito
be up there when I'm 70. Our ideas
arestillhereand our friendship

“Chris Squire is a Piscean and
when I'm drifting around making
plans for five years ahead he brings
me down to earth by saying we've
got to plan only three months ahead

‘Astrologically our signs fit in
very well. Maybe that's got
something to do with our success. "’

Al the end of the iInterview Jon
remarks: ''I've been giving out some
more of my cosmic nonsense. '’

Oh I don't know. After nearly 10
years and numerous accolades
you've got to admit his views and
attitudes have stood him in good
stead and will last for many years to
come
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